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Online Discussion 1:

Professional Communications

To get everyone thinking about our course topic this semester and to practice posting in discussion forums, everyone will participate in an online Discussion (OD).  For this assignment, do one of the following activities.  Your post should be at least 200 words long.  Compose your post in your word processing program (such as Microsoft Word).  Then copy and paste it into a new thread message box in the discussion, rather than posting it as an attachment.  

To access the Online Discussion Board for this assignment, click on Discussions in the sidebar and then on the correct forum (Online Discussion 1: Professional Communications).  Once in the forum, click on “Create Thread.”

Choose one or more of the prompts (one from A, B, C, or D) below and share a personal experience or other knowledge you have about the concepts discussed in that prompt.  

Workplace vs. Academic Writing Prompts:



Professional writing is (or is not) like academic writing.  Do a brief internet search on the topic of professional writing to answer this question.  Explain how this question has been answered in the sources you found and, if possible, share a relevant personal experience with professional writing.  List your sources at the bottom of your post in APA format.  (See your text Appendix C for information about how to use APA format.)

What do you believe are the qualities of good writing in general and of effective business communications in particular? Do a brief internet search on the topic of good writing to answer this question.  Explain how this question has been answered in the sources you found.  Also, relate a personal experience.  When and where have you seen “good writing” before?  List your sources at the bottom of your post in APA format.  (See your text Appendix C for information about how to use APA format.)

What is the role of audience, cultural sensitivity, or ethics in professional writing? Do a brief internet search on one of these topics and share with us what you have learned.  Also, what personal experiences have you had (positive or negative) in this regard? List your sources at the bottom of your post in APA format.  (See your text Appendix C for information about how to use APA format.)

Use an online job bank, such as Monster, to search for job advertisements related to your career goals.  How many of them include communication skills in their descriptions or requirements? Summarize your findings in a paragraph that outlines your career goals, two or three jobs you found, and the communication skills they require. List your sources at the bottom of your post in APA format.  (See your text Appendix C for information about how to use APA format.)

Changing World Prompts:  Watch one or more of the fascinating  videos at the links below.  Describe what kinds of skills one will need in order to survive and thrive in this quickly changing world.  In your post, include the link to the video you watched:  
Did You Know 2014:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XrJjfDUzD7M 

The Social Media Revolution 2012: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eUeL3n7fDs
Electronic Messages Prompts:

See how blogging is changing the business of communication and learn the basic steps needed to set up your own company blog.  Plus, you can explore a variety of blogs hosted by European companies to get a feel for the international nature of blogging. You can browse the Business Blogging Basics section and sample a few of the European blogs (the blogs from the United Kingdom are in English, as are selected blogs from other countries): www.corporateblogging.info/basics.
See how businesses use Facebook and Twitter.  Read the explanations and share your findings with the class: http://www.whencustomerstalk.com/.
